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he Secrets 6 do dkm?
lt 5 J 1 AK, I LUNU EAruauKt: ur llNINcK, Lirr K.AI3tK AND CROWN PRINCE AS

TOLD BY COUNT ERNST VON HELTZENDORFF TO WILLIAM LEQUEUX ...

mhtorial note. William i--

He. who here chrealclea for hi
frted, Coaat Era.t voa Heltaeaderff,

-- the latter revelation ef the laaer
life ef the imperial German eenrt, haa
leag; been recognized throaghoHt Ea-reoe- aa

the pesaeaaer of It laaernoat
The Kag-lU- "Wko'a Who" sar of

him I "He haa tatlmate kaonledie of
' the aeeret aerrlee ef Continental conn- -
trlea ana la considered hy the fforern-me- at

(ef Great Britain) aa authority oa
'Bch natters." Another aatherltr aayai
"Pew people have beea more cloaely aa- -'
sedated rrlth or know more of the

Eaateaadlag; Inner machinery of Ger--J
awar thaa he."

Leqaeux probably haa more aonrcea
.of aeeret information at hi command
than any contemporary fa civil life, aad

(for the laat alx years the British Gov-ernm-

haa road Talaable me of hla
fvast store of aeeret Information through
I a apeclally organised department with
: rrhich LcQhcux rrorka aa a Toloatary
raaalstant.

Coaat Ton Ileltiendorff became aa la- -
llmate of Leqaenx several year prior
(o the ontbreak of the ttart be haa been
Urine- - la retlremeat la France alnco
Angast, 1914, aad It vraa there that ax

received from the erovra prlace'a
late personal adjutant permlaslon to
make public tfaeie revelation of the
Inner life of the Hoheniollerna that
the democraclea of the lrorld might
come to knoTT the real, but heretofore
hidden, peraoaalltlea of the trro iloml-aa- at

member of the autocracy they are
now arrayed against.
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British Girl Balks .

The Kaiser's Plans :; !

OW completely wo have put

H to sleep theso very dear
cousins of ours, tho Brit-
ish I" His Imperial highness.

itho crown prince made this remark
fi.o .me as ho sat In the corner of a

first-clas-s compartment of an express
that had ten minutes before left Pad-dtngt-

station for the West of Eng
land.

The crown prince, though not gen-
erally known, frequently visited Eng-
land and Scotland Incognito, and we
were upon one of those flying visits on
that bright summer's morning as the

; express tore through the delightful
English scenery of the Thames valley,
with the first stopplug place' at Ply-?ut'- i.

our destination.
jSt tfie cl reason for the visit of my

Voung hotoaded Imperial master was
loqcenled .. l me.
: Four days h "o he had dashed Into

J" my room at the K 'nor palace at Pots
dam, lie lind u.;e with tho emperor
n Berlin all the and had mo--

iored back with all qe4 Something
Had occurred, but what It was I foiled
to discern. He carried some papers
In the packet of his military tunic.
"From their color I saw that they were
secret reports those documents pre-

pared solely for the eyes of the kaiser
and thoso of his oldest son.

Ho took a big ll'nen-llne- d envelopo
ntfdrplaclng the papers In It, carefully
isealed It In wax.

"Wo arc going to London, Heltzen-lorf- f.

Put that In your dispatch box.
may want it when we are In Eng-

land."
t "To London when ?" I asked, sur- -
prised at the suddenness of our jour--
ney. because I knew that we wero duo
'at Weimar In two days' time.

"We leave at six o'clock this eve-
ning," was the crown prince's reply.
"Koehler has ordered the salon to bo
attached to the Hook train.
Hardt has already left Berlin to en-

gage rooms for us at the Ritz, in Lon-
don."
i "And tho suite?" I asked, for It was
one of my duties to arrango who trav-
eled with his Imperial highness.

"Oh I We'll leave Eckhardt at home,"
lie snld, for he always hated the sur-
veillance of the commissioner of.se-"cr- et

police. "We shall only want Schu--- ,
lor, my valet, and Knof."

We never traveled anywhere with
t Knof, the chauffeur, who was an

"Impudent, , arrogant young man, In
tensely disliked by everyone.
' So It was that the four of oa duly
landed at Harwich and traveled to
London, our Identity unknown to the
Jostlteg" crowd of tourists returning

- tiom their annual holiday on tho con-Une-

' At the Ritz, too, "Wllllo" was not
recognized, because all photographs of
!hlm show him In an elegant uniform.
In a tweed salt, or In evening clothes,
bo presents as unhealthy, weedy, and
aompwhat Insignificant figure,
t His Imperial hlghnc'1? had been on

. tho previous day to Carlton Houso
J.raco to n luncheon given by tho

wlfo, but to which nobody
, $esVJ Invited but the embassy staff,
"W a'hat samo evening an Imperial

courier arrived from Berlin and called
nt tho Itltz, where, on being shown
Into tho crown prlnco s sitting room, ho
handed his highness a scaled letter i

from his wife.
"Willie," oa reading it, becatno very

Then, striking a match, ho lit
It, and held It until It was consumed.
tChoro was a second letter which I
saw from the emperor. This ho
also read, nnd thu gave vent to
nn expression ot Impatience. For it
lew minute he reflected, and It
was thru he announced that w must

T 8T "

Oa arrival there wo went to thehni t,ii t. .1.- - i

L """".I i"registered as Mr. Itlchter, engaging; a
prlvnto sulto of rooms for himself
and his secretary, myself. . For three
days wo remained there, taking motor
runs to Dartmoor, and also down Into
Cornwall, until on tho morning of the
fourth day tho crown prince said:

"I shall probably havo a visitor this
morning about eleven o'clock a young
lady named King. Tell them at tho
bureau to send her up to my sitting
room."

At tho time appointed tho lady camd.
I received her In the lobby of the ed

flat, and found her to bo
nbout tw.enty-fou- r, well-dresse- fnlr-hnlr- cd

and extremely good-lookin-
(

Miss King, I lenrned, was nn Eng
llsh girl who somo years previously ,

had gone to America 'with her people, i

end by tho heavy traveling coat and
close-fittin- g hat she wore I concluded I

that she had Just come off one of the (

Incoming liners. v
- '

One thing which struck me ns I
looked at hor was the brooch shewn: a.
It was n natural butterfly of a. rnre
tropical vnrIov, .rltn bright sold i
vlngs, tho delletita shorn nf whvii v t j

protected by small plated of crystal I

ono of the most charming ornaments I
had ever seen. I

As I ushered her In she greeted the
crown prince a3 "Mr. Blunter,!' being

'apparently entirely un'nwaro of his.
real identity. I concluded that she was
somebody whom his highness had met
In Germany, nnd to whom ho had been
introduced under his assumed name.

"Ah! Miss King!" ho exclaimed
pleasantly In his excellent English,
shaking hands with her. "Your boat
should have been In yesterday. I fear
you encountered bad weather ch?" j

"Yes, rather," Aplled the girl. "But
It did not trouble mc much. We had
nlmost constant gales ever since we

Oleft New York," she laughed brightly.
She appeared to be quite a charming
little person.

"Ilcltzendorff, would you please bring
me that sealed packet from your dis-
patch box?" he asked suddenly, turn-
ing to me.

The sealed packpt 1 I had forgotten,
all nbout It ever since he had handed
It to me nt tho door of the.Marmor pal-
ace. I knew that It contained somo
secret reports prepared for the eye of
the emperor. The latter had no doubt
seen them, for the crown prince had
brought them with him from Berlin.

As oraere,a' I took tho packet Into
e F,om th,lghnTcss ,W,U

h s visitor, and
closed the door.

"I Can't; It Would- Be Dlshonestl"
notel doors are never very heavy, ns

a rule, therefore, I was able to hear
conversation, but unfortunately few
words wero distinct. The Interview
had lasted nearly half an hour. Find-In- g

that I could hear nothing, I con-
tented myself In reading tho paper and
holding myself In readiness should "Mr.
Itlchter" want mc.

Of a. sudden I heard his highness'
voice raised in anger, that shrill, high- -

pitched note which Is peculiar both to
tl10 emperor and to his son when they
nro unusually annoyed.

"But I tell you, Miss King, there Is
no other way," I heard hlin shout. "It
can be dono quite easily, and nobody
can possibly know."

''Never 1" cried the girl. "What would
peoplo think of me?"

"You wish to save your brother," ho
said. "Very well, I havo shown you
how you can effect this. And I will
help you If you agree to the terms--It

you will find out what I want to
know."

"I can't!" cried the girt In evident
distress. "I reully can't 1 It would bo
dishonest criminal 1"

"Bah I my dear girl, you are looking
at tho affair from far too high a stand
point,"' replied tho man she know ns
Itlchter. "It' Is a mere matter of
business. You ask me to assist you
to save your brother, and I havo simply
stated my terms. Surely you would
not think that I would travel from Ber-

lin nero to Plymouth In order to meet
you If I were not ready and eager to
help you?"

"i must ask my father. I can speak
to him In confidence."

"Your father 1" cried Mr. Rlchter.
"By no means. Why, you must not
breathe a slnglo word to him. This
affair Is a strict secret between us.
Fleaso understand that." , Then, after
a pause : "Your brother Is, I quite ad-

mit, In direst peril, nnd you alone can
save him. Now, what Is your de-

cision?"
Tho girl's reply was In a tono to

low for mo to overhear. Its tenor,
howovor, was quickly apparent from
tho crown prince's words:.... . f 1. ..II 11 T"ipu ruiusoi very wuii, vuuu, x tun-n- ot

assist you. I regret, Mls King,
that you havo your Journoy to England
for nothing,"
- ''But won't you help me, Mr. Itlch-
ter?" cried tho girl pppeallngly.

"No," was his answer, "I will, how-ove- r,

give to recon-std- ei

your decision. Xao arc, nq
doubt, going to LondoitalLBft
You will moot uia In IbJFhaU

2" ."n.rT - eWyaBfa-

A LETTER FROM THE CROWN
iw wiuliam OF THE

SECRETS OF EUROPE.
Vrnenx tfndon.par

FebrD"y 10U" 1817'Mr dear Inenx,
I" have Jnt finished rending the proof of yonr nrtlclen describingmy life na an omclnl at the Imperial conrt at I'otadam, nnd the two orthree mail error ynn made f have duly corrected.
The Kroaa cnndal and wily Intrigue which I have related to yonwere many of them knnnn to youraelf, for, n the Intlmnte friend ofI.ulaa, the prince of Sojcoay, fun were, before the war.cloaelr anaoclnted with many of those at court whose names BDoear lathene article.

. The revelation which I have made, nnd which yon have recordedhere, are but n tithe of the dNcloaurc which I could make, and If theworld desire more, I ahnll be plenacd to furnish youwllh other andeven more atnrtllnar details, which you mar nlso put Into print.
Mr aervlce a personal adjutant to the German crown prince Is, hap-

pily, at nn end, and ndw, with the treachery of Grrmnny aKnlnst clvlll-antl- nn

Klnrlnnly revenled, I feel, in mr nn compunction InexpoNlna; nil I know concerning the necret of the kaiser and hU on.
"With most cordial frreetlnKfl from

Your sincere friend,
(siimed) nnxrsT vo.v iieltzexdoiifp.

day evening, and we will dine to-

gether."
"But I can't I really can't do as

you wish. You surely will not compel
mo to to commit a crime 1"

The Crown Prince's Threat
Hush I" ho. cried. "I havo shoTvn

you these papers, and yu know my In
sirucuons, iieinemuer mat your la-
ther must know nothing. Nobody must
suspect, or you will fljid yourself In

i ii lit. i: ii itvuuui ivm hi m juar uruiuer.
"You you arc cruell" sobbed tho

girl.
"No, no," ho snld cheerfully. "Don't

cry, plcnse. Think It all over, Miss
King, and meet me In London on Thurs-
day night."

After listening to the appointment, I
dlscrootlv wlthdrpw into tho corridor
on pretense of summoning a wnlter,
and when I returned the pretty English
girl was taking leave of "Mr. Itlch-
ter."

ner blue eyes betrayed traces of
emotion, and she was, I saw, very
pale, her bearing quite junllke her atti-
tude when she had entered there.

-- "Well,, good-by- , Miss King," snld his
highness, grasping her hnnd. "It was
really awfully good of you to call. We
shall meet again very soon eh? Good-by- ."

Then, turning to me, he asked me
to conduct her out.

On returning to the crown prince, I
found him In a decidedly savage mood.
Ho was pacing the floor Impatiently,
muttering angrily to himself, for It was
apparent that somo plan of his was be-

ing thwarted by the girl's refusal to
conform to his wishes and obtain cer-

tain Information he was seeking.
The crown prince, when In a foreign

country( was never Idle. His energy
was such that ho was ever on tho
move, with eyes and ears always open
to learn whatever he could. Henco
It was at two o'clock that afternoon
Knof brought" round n big gray open
enr, and In It I sat beside tho em-

peror's son while wo wero driven
around the defenses of Plymouth, Just
as on previous occasions we had In-

spected thoso of Portsmouth and of
Dover., N

On the following Thursday evening
wo had returned to London, and tho
crown prince, without telling mo
where he was going, left the Itltz hotel,
merely that he might not bo
back till midnight It was on that oc-

casion, my dear LeQueux, you will
remember, that I dined with you nt
tho Devonshire club, nnd wo afterward
spent a pleasant evening together at
the Empire.

I merely told you that his highness
was out at dinner with a friend. You
were, naturally, Inquisitive, but I did
not satisfy your curiosity. Secrecy was
then ray duty.

A Sample of German Preparedness.
On returning to tho.ho.tel I found

tho crown prlnco arranging' with Knof
n motor run along tho Surrey hills on
tho following day. .Ho had a largo
map spread beforo him a German
military map, the curious marks upon
which would have no doubt astonished
any war office official. Tho map Indi-

cated certain spots which had been se-

cretly prepared by Germany In "lew of
tho projected Invasion.

To thoso spots wo motored on the
following day. nis Imperial highness,
at tho of tho emperor, actu-
ally made a tour of of thoso

concealed points of vantage
which tho Imperial general staff had,
with their marvelous forethought and
bold already prepared right
beneath tho verynoso of tho sleep-
ing British Hon.

From tho crown prlnco's Jaunty man-
ner and good spirits I felt assured that
by the subtlo persuasive powers ho pos-

sessed towards womon ho had brought
tho mysterious Miss King Into lino
with his own plans whatever they
might be.

Wo lunched at tho Burford Brldgo
hotel, that pretty, houso
bouofith Box hi", not far from Dor- -
king.

After our meal In tho long public
room, wo strolled into tho grounds for
a smoke

"Well, Heltxendorff." ho. .snjd pres-
ently, "we will returaa tho conti-
nent Our visit has not

PRINCE'S PERSONAL ADJUTANT
POSSESSOR

Moret-aur-LoIn-

Selne-ef-Mnr-

retirement,

explaining

Instigation
Inspection

cunningly

enterprise,

tomorrow.,,

main a few days In Ostend, before wo
return to Potsdam."

Next afternoon we had taken up our
quarters nt a small but very select ho-

tel on tho Digue nt Ostend, a place
called the "Beau Selour." It was
patronized by 'elk, nnd
"Herr Itlchter" was well known there,
There mny have been some who sus-
pected that Itlchter vs not the visit-
or's real jinme, but fhoy were few, and
It always surprised mo how well tho
crown prince succeeded In preserving
his incognito though, of course, tho
authorities knew of tho Imperial visit.

The English Girl Again.
Tho following day, about three

o'clock, while tho crown prlnco was
carelessly going through some letters
brought by couriers from Potsdam, a
wnlter came to me with a message that
a Miss King desired to see Mr. Itlchter.

In surprise I received her, welcom-
ing her to Ostend. From the neat dres3
of tho pretty English girl I concluded
that she had Just crossed from Dover,
and she seemed most anxious to see
his highness. I noted that she still
wore tho beautiful golden butterfly.

When I entered his room to nn
nounce her the crown prince's brow
knit, and his thin Hps compressed.

"H'm I More trouble for us, Heltzen-doril- f,

I suppose I Very well,, show
her In."

The fair visitor was In the room for a
long time Indeed, for over nn litmr.
Their voices were raised, and now and
then, curiously enough, I received the
Impression that, wlmtqver might have
been tho argument, the pretty girl had
gnlncd her own point, for when she
cnino out she smiled at me In triumph,
nnd walked straight forth and down
tho stairs.

Tho crown prince threw himself Into
a big armchair In undisguised dissatis-
faction. Towards me he never wore
a mask, though, like his father, he

,dld so In the presenco of
strangers.

"Those accursed women I" he cried.
"Ah, HeltzendorfT, when a woman Is
In lovo she will defy even satan him-
self! And yet they are fools, theso
women, for they are In Ignorance of
tho Irresistible power of our Imperial
house. Tho enemies of tho Hohenzol-lern- s

are as a cloud of gnats on a sum-
mer's night. The dew comes, and thoy
are no more. It Is a pity. Has-n- ot

one of our greatest German philoso-
phers written: 'It Is no uso breathing
against tho wind?"

"True," I said. "But, surely, it is
a nuisance to be followed and worried
by that little English girl!"

"Worried! Yes. You aro qulto
right, my dear Heltzendorff. But I
do not mind worry, if it is In tho In-

terests of Prussia, and of our houso
of Hohenzollern. I admit tho girl,
though distinctly pretty, Is a most ir-

responsible person. Sho does not ap-
peal to me, but I am compelled to hu-
mor her, because I havo a certain ob-

ject In view."
I could not go further, or I might

havo betrayed the knowledge I had
gained by eavesdropping.

"I was surprised that she should
turn up here, In Ostend," I said.

"I had written to her. I expected
her."

"She does not know your real rank
or station?"

"No. To her I am merely Hcrr Emll
Itlchter, whom sho first met away in
tho country. Sho was a tourist, and I
was Captain Emll Itlchter of tho Prus-
sian Guards. Wo met while you wero
away on a holiday ut Vienna."

I was anxious to loam something
about Miss King's brother, but "Wllllo"
was generally die erect, and nt that mo-

ment unusually so. One fact was plain,
however, that Some secret report pre-
sented to tho Quipcror had been shown
to her. WJtf? I wondered If Ills high-ne- s

imd been successful In coercing
her into acting as be desired.

Cofyuuly the, girl's attitude as sho
had left tho l$tel went to show that,
in tho contest, shf h id woo by her
woman's keen wit or a f..rihU'lit.

A fortnight sftorwnrds we v iro back
again at Potsdam,

A Surprise Packags for "Willie."
About threo months passed, Tho

crown prince hat accompanied tho em- -

that wild mountainous district beyond
Breslau. For a week Wo had been
staying nt n great, high-u- p prlsonllko
schloss, tho ancestral homo of Prlnco
Ludwlg Llchtennu, In tho Wolfels-gran- d.

The emperor and his sulto had-left- ,

nnd our host had been suddenly
cnlled to Berlin- - by telegram, his,
daughter having been ill. Therefore,
tho crown princo nnd wo of tho sultoj
hnd remained for somo further sport

On tho day after the emperor's de-
parture I had spent tho afternoon In
a small paneled room which over-
looked n doon mountain unrirp. nnd.
which had been given up to mo for
wnrtf. T ten a htiatr with AAFFAanAnl.
ence when the courier from Potsdam
entered and gave me the battered
lenther pouch containing tho crown'
prince's letters. Having unlocked it
with my key, I found among tho cor- -
resDondcnco a small snnnrn nnrkpr ad
dressed to his lmperlnl highness, and
marked "private." I

"Now, fearing bombs or attempts by
other means upon his son's life, tho
CMperor hnd commanded mo nlways to
open packets addressed to him. This
one, however, being marked "private,"
nnd, moreover, the inscription being
In a feminine hand, I decided to await
his highness' return.

When nt last ho came In, wet nnd '
mnddy after a long day's sport, I
showed him the packet. With a care
less air ho said: "Oh, open It, Helt-
zendorff. Open all packets, whether
marked private or not"

"I obeyed, nnd to my surprise found
within the paper a small leather-covere- d

Jewel case, In which, reposing
upon a. bed of dark blue velvet, was
tho beautiful ornament which I had
admired nt tho throat of the falr-halr-

British girl tho golden butter-
fly.

I handed It to his highness Just as
he was taking n cigarette from the box
on n side table.

The sight of It electrified hlra. Ho
held his breath, standing for a few
seconds staring nt it as' though he
were gazing upon some specter. His
countenance was as white as paper.

"When did that arrive?" he man
aged to ask, In a hoarse voice, which
fallowed how completely sight of It ha- d-
upset him.

"This afternoon. It was In the con- -
rlcr's pouch from Potsdam."

"If the Truth Came Out."
no seemed highly nervous, nnd nt

tho samo time extremely puzzled. Re-
ceipt of that unique and beautiful
brooch was, I saw, some sign, but of
Its real significance I remained In en-

tire Ignorance.
That It had a sertoii mpjinlnp T

quickly realized, for within half an
nour tno crown prince nnd myself wero
In the train on our 200-mll- e Journey
back to Berlin.

On arrival his Imperial highness
drove straight to the Berlin Schloss,
nnd there had a lone interview with
tho emperor. At last I was called Into
tho familiar pale-gree- n room, tho kai-
ser's private cabinet, and nt onco saw
thnt something untoward had oc
curred.

Tho emperor's face was dark and
thoughtful. Tho crown nrlnce. In his
badly creased uniform botrnvlnir n
long Journey so unlike his usual
splck-nnd-spn- n appearance, stood ner-
vously by as tho kaiser threw hlra- -

seir into nis writing cuair with a deep
grunt and distinctly evil grace.

"I suppose It must bo done." he
growled to his- son. "Did I not fore-so- o

thnt the girl would constltuto a se-

rious menace? When she was in Ger
many she might easily have been ar-
rested upon somo chargo and her
mouth closed. Bah! our political po-

lice sorvlco grows worso and worse.
Wo will havo It entirely reorganized.
Tho director, Laubach, Is far too

far too chicken-hearted.- "

As ho spoke ho took up his pen nnd
commenced to write rapidly, drawing a
deep breath as his quill scratched
upon the. paper.

"You realize," ho exclaimed angrily
to his son. tnklnir no nntlrn nf mv
presenco there, because I was part and
parcel of tho great machinery of tho
court, "you reallzo what this order
means? It Is a blow struck against our
cause struck by a more slip of a girl.
Think, if tho truth came out! Why,
all our propaganda in tho United
States nnd Britain would bo nullified
In a slnglo day, nnd tho 'good rela-
tions' wo nro now extending on evory
hnnd throughput tho world In order to
mlsload our onemlos would bo exposed
In all their truo moaning. We cannot
afford that. It would bo far cheaper
to pay twenty mUllon murk the nn-mi- ni

cost of tho wholo prouafandR iu
Anierloa than to allow the truth to be
known."

Suddenly the orewn prince's face
.brightened, as though he hud Uat
some Inspiration.

"'Vhe truth will not bo known, I
piw,,.io yuu." ho sold, with n strati?
grin, i Knew mat expression. I
meant that ho had dovJscd somo frc'n j
nlan. "Tho elrl la delimit tnilnv. Inr
sho will not remalnso long. I will
iBKe-i'U- ur pru' ivmit imav not nnvo a

nf d I Tar " -

"Ah! You havo nerhnn Hnvfaml
something eh? I hopo so," said the J

emperor. "You aro usually. Ingenious1
In a crisis. Good! Hero 'is tho or--1

der; act Just ns you think fit"
"I was summoned, your majesty," l'

said, In order to remind him of my,'
presenco there. )

"Ah I Yes. You know this Miss
King, do you not?"

"I received her In Plymouth," was-m- y

reply.
"Ah I then you will recognize her.

Probably your services mnv ho
urgently required within the next few
hours. You may go," and his majesty
curuy aismissca mc,

I T trnlf Ar1 In tti - iamMa. .i.it 1.

perlal highness camo forth. When ha
did so ho looked flushed nnd seemed
agitated. There had, I knew, occurred
a violdnt sceno between father and
son, for to mo It seemed . ns though
"Willie" had araln fallen hnnpnth th
influenco of a pretty face.

Ho drove mo In a hie Sfprnndna
over to Potsdam whero I had a quan-
tity of military documents awaiting at?
tentlon, nnd after a change of clothes,
I tackled them.

Yet my mind kept constantly revert'
lng to tho mystery surrounding tho
Kuiueu Dutrerny.

A Note From Miss King.
After dinner that night I returned to

my workroom, when, upon my blotting-pa- d,

I found a note addressed to me
In tho crown prince's sprawling hand.

Opening it I found that ho had scrib-
bled this message:

"I havo left Tell Eckhardt not to
jtrouble. Come alone, and meet me
tomorrow night at tho Palast hotel,
Jn Hamburg. I shall call at seven
.o'clock and ask for Hcrr Itlchter. I
;shall also use that name. Tell no-
body of my Journey, not even tho
crown princess Wllhelm, Kronprlnz."

I read the note through a second
time, nnd then burned It.

Next day I arrived at thd Palast
hotel, facing the BInnenalster, in Ham-
burg, giving my name as Hcrr Itlch-
ter.

At seven o'clock I awaited his high-
ness. Eight o'clock came nine ten

even eleven midnight, but, though
i &ai m tno private room I had en- -
gaged, no visitor arrived

Just after twelve, however, a waiterbrought up a note addressed to Herr
Itlchter.

relieving It to be meant for me. I
opened It. To mv irrpnr cm-m-

found thnt It was from the mysterious
Miss King, and evidently Intended- - fortho crown prince. It read:

"My brother was released from tho
Altona prison this evening I 'pre-
sume, owing to your Intervention
and wo ore now both snfely on our

y across to Harwich. You havo evi-
dently discovered at last that I am not
the helpless girl you believed me to be.
When your German police arrested my
brother Walter" In Bremen as a spr
of Britain I think you will ndmlt thatthey acted very. Injudiciously, In fnco
oi all that my brother and myself know
today. At Plymouth you demanded,
ns the price of Walter's liberty, that Ishould become attached to your secret
service In America and betray tho man"'
who adopted me and brought me up na
his own daughter. But you never
dreamed tho extent of my knowledge
of your country's Intrigues; you did
not know that, through my brother
and the man who adopted mo as his'
uaugnter, I know tho full extent ofyour subtle propaganda. You were, I
ndmlt, extremely clever, Hcrr Itlchter,
and I confess that I was qulto charmed
when you sent me, as souvenir, that-golde-

butterfly which I returned to
you ns a mark of my refusal and defi-
ance of tho conditions you impdsed
upon mo for tho release of my brother
from tho sentence of fifteen years in
n iortress. This time, Hwr Itlchter, a
woman wins. Further, -- I warn you
that If you attempt any reprisal my
brother will at onco expose Germany's
machinations abroad. Ho has, I as-
sure you, many good friends, both la
Britain and America. Therefor If you
deslro silence you will mako no effort
to trace mo further. Adieu I"

Twelve hours later I handed that let-
ter to tho crown prlnco In Potsdam.
Whero ho had been In tho menntlmo I
did not know. He rend It through;
then ho crushed It In his hand3 and
tossed It into tho fire.
(Copyright. 1917. William LoQueux.)

Navy Older Than Government.
Tho United States navy has tho d!

tluctlon of being somewhat older tb
tho government Itself, for nlno monM,
before the actual Declaration of Iu
pendence congress authorised the t
8tructlon of two "national" cruls
and appointed a committee to purchn
vessels to funu the nucleus of n fl
Within three months of Its nppoi
Went this committee sot tot-eth- er

armed vwweb) and. appointed a per- -

nel of officers, among whom was
famnii - old sea dog, Paid Jjji,.- --

lU t!lO War 0' tti- :

rl-c- s, I ut su1. - l j l -
4 v t i

tho t'rao t'af v oh r'jr l I & c -

nont remd to exit A now start oa
morv ambttlousiscalu was mail


